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Welsh Church Fund
Community Fund 


This form consists of:	Part 1 – Guidance
 			Part 2 – Application form 


Part 1 – Guidance 

Charitable Purposes for funding  
Community organisations may apply for a grant from the Welsh Church Fund (WCF). The Charitable purposes for which the Welsh Church Act Fund may be applied are: 

The Advancement of Education 
Educational 
1. The provision of benefits which are not readily available from other sources for persons of any age in one or more of the following ways –

(i) The award of scholarships, bursaries, loans or maintenance allowances to enable or to assist study at any school, university or other place of learning, approved by the Council, which may if the Council think fit include allowances to dependants.

(ii) The provision of financial assistance, outfits, clothing, tools, instruments, other equipment, or books or loans to enable pupils or students on leaving school, university or any other educational establishment to prepare for, or to assist their entry into a profession, trade or calling.

(iii) The award of scholarships or maintenance allowances or loans to enable beneficiaries to travel abroad to pursue their education. 

(iv) The provision, or assistance towards the provision of facilities of any kind not normally provided by a local education authority, or a grant-maintained school, for recreation, social and physical training at a school, university or other educational establishment. 

(v) The provision of financial assistance to enable pupils and students to study music or other arts. 

(vi) The provision' of financial assistance to enable beneficiaries to undertake apprenticeships.

Libraries, Museums, Art Galleries etc
2. The advancement of knowledge and appreciation of the arts and literature of Wales and, in particular, in furtherance of those purposes but without prejudice to the generality thereof-

(i} the establishment, maintenance, replenishment or aiding of charitable institutions, libraries, museums, art galleries; or art, scientific or industrial exhibitions (Including exhibitions relating to industrial archaeology); whether national or local, for the principal use and benefit of the Welsh people; 

(ii) the assistance of charitable societies for study and research in subjects connected with Welsh history, topography, literature and life;

(iii) the provision of lectures, exhibitions and equipment;

(iv) the acquisition, preservation and publication of records and documents; 

(v} the provision of suitable premises (by erection, purchase, lease or hiring for occasional use) for any of the purposes authorised by this paragraph. 

The Relief of Poverty
Relief in need 
3. The relief either generally or individually of persons who are in conditions of need, hardship or distress by the making of grants of money or the provision of, or payment for, items, services or facilities calculated to reduce the need, hardship or distress of such persons.

The Advancement of Religion
 Places of worship and burial grounds 
4. The contribution towards the restoration and maintenance of any place of public worship or any burial ground.

Other Purposes Beneficial to the Community 
Relief in Sickness 
5. The relief in cases of need of persons who are sick, convalescent, disabled, handicapped or infirm by the provision of, or payment for, items, services or facilities which are calculated to alleviate the suffering or assist the recovery of such persons, but which are not readily available to them from other sources. 

Elderly Persons 
6. The provision or assisting in the provision of accommodation for elderly persons who by reason of the infirmities and disabilities of age have need of such reception, care and attention. The provision of funds to organisations promoting the welfare of elderly persons. 

Social and Recreational 
7. (1) The provision of, or assisting in the provision of, facilities for recreation or other leisure time occupation being facilities which are available to the members of the public at large and which are provided in the interests of social welfare with a view to Improving the conditions of life of the persons for whom they are intended and, in particular, in furtherance of those purposes but without prejudice to the generality ' thereof, the provision of, or assisting in the provision of, playing fields, other sporting facilities, parks, open spaces and centres or halls for meetings, lectures or classes.

(2) Sub-paragraph (1) is intended, in particular, to be concerned with the provision of, or assisting in the provision of, facilities etc to persons in need by reason of their youth, old age, infirmity or disablement, poverty or social and economic circumstances. 




Aesthetic, Architectural, Historical and Scientific Matters
8. The advancement of the education and public benefit of the Welsh people by promoting their interest in aesthetic, architectural, historical or scientific matters relating to Wales and in particular in furtherance of those matters but without prejudice to the generality thereof-

(a)  the acquisition and preservation of-
(i) land of special Interest in relation to science and natural history 

(ii) land, buildings or objects of beauty or of historic or architectural interest. 

(b)  the acquisition, preservation and publication of records and documents of historic interest. 

Medical and Social Research, Treatment, etc. 
9. The preservation and protection of the physical and mental health of society and, in particular, in furtherance of those purposes but without prejudice to the generality thereof-

(a)  the advancement of education in the theory and practice of medicine; 

(b) the promotion of medical and social research and schemes for the prevention and treatment of disease and publishing the results of such research; 

(c)  the provision of nursery and convalescent homes and hostels.

 Probation etc
10. Making grants in cases of need for the assistance of-

(a)  persons placed on probation, or children and young persons from community homes or any other institution of a
       substantially similar nature established under statutory authority; 

(b)  the families of any such persons, children or young persons; or

(c)  discharged persons

People who are Blind or Visually Impaired 
11. Provision for the welfare of persons who are blind or visually impaired, including the provision of charitable homes and holiday homes.

Emergencies or Disasters 
12. The contribution towards the alleviation of the effects of emergencies or disasters involving destruction of or danger to life, and property and directly assisting persons In need as a result of such emergencies and disasters.

Other Charitable Organisations 
13. Contributions towards charitable organisations, the purposes of which are consistent with the provisions of this Scheme or the Welsh Church Acts 1914 to 1945.

Grant purpose
The purpose of each WCF grant awarded will be to improve wellbeing for residents of Torfaen. Eligible organisations can apply for grants between: 	Minimum - £250 
Maximum - £1,000 


Supporting documents required to complete the application:
· The organisations last accounts
· A copy of the organisations bank statement, less than 3 months old
· A copy of the organisation’s constitution or memorandum  

Deadlines for submission
Complete application forms plus all required supporting documents must be submitted. 
· 31st December 2025
· 8 a.m. 15th January 2026
· 8 a.m. 29th January 2026
· 8 a.m. 12th February 2026
· Applications received after a published deadline will automatically roll over to the next available deadline. 
· Grant funding is limited. Once all available funding has been allocated, the Welsh Church Fund Community Grants will close, and no further applications will be accepted or considered.  Please note: This may occur before all scheduled panel dates have taken place. 
· Applications received after 12th February 2026 will not be considered.

Assessment criteria:
Application will be assessed against the below criteria by panel members. 
· Does the application meet one or more of the Welsh Church Fund Charitable Purposes?
· Does the organisation support individuals to maximise wellbeing?
· Does the project meet an identified need within Torfaen? 
· Is the project cost effective, with reasonable costs for items applied for?  

Decisions
The Panel will determine outcomes for each individual application as one of the following:   
· Approved – The application has been approved in full and the total amount of funding requested will be awarded.
· Partial Award – The application has been approved but, one or more items requested will not be funded, and/or, the  amount requested for one or more items will be reduced. 
· Declined – The application did not meet the threshold for funding and will not receive support.

Payments 
Payments will be made to successful applicants approximately 4 weeks after the panel meeting at which their application was considered.  
Payments will be issued by bank transfer. It is therefore vital that correct bank details are provided in this application.

Additional Information 
· Eligible organisations must operate on a not-for-profit basis, and their governing documents must explicitly comply with this. 
· Incomplete applications cannot be considered.  All supporting documents must be provided with the completed application form.
· Applications from organisations who do meet eligibility or have adequate insurances will be declined.
· Torfaen County Borough Council may request additional information from an organisation to confirm  eligibility. 
· If your application is unsuccessful, you will be notified within approximately 4 weeks following its consideration at panel.   
· The Welsh Church Fund Community Grant Funding is available in the 25-26 period only 


________________________________________________


Part 2  - Application form 


About your organisation

a. Name of main contact:
	    



b. Name of Organisation / Group 
	    



c. Address for correspondence: (Full address including postcode) 
	    





d. Is this address? Please place an X in the relevant box
	
	Your organisation’s office
	

	
	Your home address
	

	
	Other (please specify)      
	

	
	
	





e. What is the status of your organisation? 
	
	Constituted group

	
	CIC

	
	Registered Charity

	
	Social Enterprise

	
	Trust

	
	Formal not-for-profit organisation supporting the community



f. Please provide the Charity Number and/or Company Number, if applicable. 
	    



g. Telephone Number:	 (Mobile if possible) 
	[bookmark: _Hlk152602712]    



h. E-mail Address:
	[bookmark: _Hlk213236194]    



i.      How long has your organisation been operating? 
	    



j.  What does your organisation do? What activities/services are provided? 
	



    




k. Please provide details of the organisations insurance policies 
	Insurance policy name 
	Supplier name
	Expiry date
	Policy number 

	Public Liability 
	
	
	

	Employers Liability 
	
	
	

	Indemnity (Trustee / Professional)
	
	
	

	Property / Equipment 
	
	
	




About your project

a. Which of the charitable purposes is your organisation and project aligned with? 
Example - 7  Social and Recreational 1 & 2
	

	



b. Which Ward will the project take place in? Please place an X in the box
	Abersychan
	
	New Inn
	

	Blaenavon
	
	Panteg
	

	Coed Eva
	
	Pontnewydd
	

	Croesyceiliog
	
	Pontnewynydd & Snatchwood
	

	Fairwater
	
	Pontypool Fawr
	

	Greenmeadow
	
	St Dials
	

	Llanfrechfa & Ponthir
	
	Trevethin & Penygarn
	

	Llantarnam
	
	Two Locks
	

	Llanyrafon
	
	Upper Cwmbran
	



c. What are you requesting funding for? Please list the items and actual cost 
	    
	£

	
	£

	
	£

	
	£

	
	£

	
	£

	
	£



d. How much are you applying for in total from the Welsh Church Fund? Min £250.00 - Max £1,000.00 
	    £



Please tell us what your organisation contributes to the community? 
	    






e. [bookmark: _Hlk213236756]Who will benefit from the grant if the application is successful, please also describe how will they benefit? 
	[bookmark: _Hlk152083277]    





	
f. How many people are likely to benefit if the application is successful?   
	    



g. Has the organisation previously applied for a Welsh Church Fund grant? Please place an X in the box
	Yes
	
	No 
	



h. If yes, what year did you receive the funding and how much was it?   
	    



i.  Are you using any of your organisation’s funds towards the cost of the project? If so, how much?   
	[bookmark: _Hlk213321343]    



j. Have you applied to any other Torfaen County Borough Council Grants or other funding bodies for 
Financial assistance towards this project? Please place an X in the box 
	Yes
	
	No 
	



k. If so, who have you applied to and with what result?  
	    




l. If the organisation receives funding for the project when will the project begin and end? 
	Start Date
	

	End date
	




Bank details 
	Name in which the account is held 
	

	Sort code
	
	
	/
	
	
	/
	
	

	Account number 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Roll / Reference number 
(Only required for certain types of account) 
	




	Authorisation
To ensure that the organisation is applying for funding with the consent of their Governing Committee the Chairperson, or other authorised officer, needs to complete the section below.


Terms and Conditions of the grant for successful applicants 
· The organisation will confirm receipt of the funding in writing, preferably via email to: CommunityResilienceGrants@torfaen.gov.uk
· Applicants will spend the funding to purchase the items requested in the application
· Proof that all the funding has been spent in accordance with the application request must be submitted to Torfaen County Borough Council in the form of receipts and paid invoices, no later than 8 a.m. on 26th March 2026
· Invoices and receipts should be sent to CommunityResilienceGrants@torfaen.gov.uk  
· Any unspent or unevidenced funding must be returned to Torfaen County Borough Council 





Declaration 
As an authorised officer for the organisation, I confirm that the organisation named in this application commits to adhere to the Terms and Conditions above. 

	Authorised officer’s name

	

	Authorised officer’s signature
	


	Position in the Organisation

	

	Date of signature
	



	Signature of the main contact person for the project 
	Main contact name  

	

	Main contact signature

	

	Position in the Organisation

	

	Date of signature
	



 
Before submitting the application, please check you have:
· Completed all of the application form
· Attached a copy of a recent organisation bank statement (less than 3 month old) to the email
· Attached the most recent accounts for the organisation to the email 
· Entered accurate bank details – otherwise payment cannot be made. 


When complete, this form and the required supporting documentation should be returned to:   
· CommunityResilienceGrants@torfaen.gov.uk 
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